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ground, the plants may be gro\vn over
racks or on A-shaped trellis. A good
mulch is ideal for gourds grown flat
on the ground, as it keeps the fruit
clean. The best-colored and most
shapely gourds are grown where the
ripening fruits can hang down from
the vines. If fruits ripen while grow-
ing on the ground, they become flat-
tened on one side and the color may
be faded. Furthermore, the fruits will
have much more intensive color if
they mature in full sunlight; it is even
a good plan to remove a leaf now and
then if necessary to give the fruit full
sun-exposure. The fruits should stay
on the vines until the rinds are hard.
They are not ripe until the rind is
hard to the fingernail. They will not
keep if they have to be picked before
they are fully ripened. This is one
reason why the fruits should be
formed early. If some of the green
fruits are to be removed for eating,
the more retarded fruits should be
chosen. It is true that this will result
in fewer fruits being formed, but
gourds are usually grown for orna-
ment rather than food. A few good
specimens are worth more than many
immature ones.

If the soil needs fertility, the plants
should be watered with liquid ferti-
lizer once or twice during the growing
season. The long growing-vines of
gourds should be pinched after a
runner has two or three small fruits
or one or two large fruits on it. It is
not necessary to fertilize the plants
if the vines have grown more than six
feet. Some of the varieties may grow
to 50 feet They should be chopped
or pinched off at 6 feet. If they are
growing over a building, however,
this is not necessary.

The fruits, when harvested, should
be placed in shallow boxes, or the

large-fruited types may be placed on
shelves, where the temperature is
around 70 degrees. They may be
stored in the open during warm fall
weather but should be protected from
frost during cold nights. After three
or four weeks of high-temperature
storage, they may be placed in a
cooler place, such as a cool but not
cold cellar. When the rind rings upon
being snapped with the finger, the
fruits may be shellacked or varnished
with a clear varnish. Some may even
be painted. Many abnormal shapes
may be produced if the gardener will
place impediments around the fruits
when they are young and before the
rind gets hard. This should be care-
fully done. It is also possible to draw
pictures on the green fruits with a
pin. The markings from the pin
should be very light. As the fruit
grows, the rind will heal and will
make considerable scar tissue, which
will be very conspicuous when the
fruits are ripe.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: The most
troublesome insect is the cucumber
beetle, while the worst disease is
mildew. Mildew comes from damp
cloudy weather during the latter part
of the growing season. This is another
reason why the plants should be
started in pots early, so that the fruit
will be matured before the cool
nights begin. Good circulation of air
around the plants is a good precaution
to take at all times. This requires
keeping the plants thinned out to
permit free air movement around the
leaves.

Directions for controlling the cu-
cumber beetle will be found in the
section on Insects and Diseases in
the article on Cucumber (which
see). Plants which are given a good